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Abstract: Regulating cross-border transfers of personal data requires balancing the protection of individual rights with the needs of international
trade and cooperation between public authorities, including law enforcement agencies. Divergent regulatory requirements can complicate lawful
transfers even when jurisdictions share similar data protection objectives. This article compares the European Union’s General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) with India’s Personal Data Protection Bill of 2019 as a legislative proposal. The analysis focuses on the conditions for lawful
processing, the rights of data subjects, data localization requirements, obligations in the event of a personal data breach, and audit requirements. It
examines how differences in these areas can hinder cross-border transfers and identifies areas in which greater regulatory compatibility could
facilitate them while preserving safeguards for personal data. Drawing on this comparison, the article explores options for an EU-India cooperation
framework and provides a basis for policymakers and researchers to assess how closer regulatory coordination could support lawful transfers while
accommodating differences between the two legal systems.

Keywords: Cross-border data transfers, personal data protection, GDPR, India’s Personal Data Protection Bill 2019, data localization, EU-India
regulatory cooperation.
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