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IRiL: ifde-19 AgMRY A WRa 7 3nfdfer fafafdrat st afera fomar) &t srafer & qarsit oik @y Qarstt &1 A1 7 391 gfs g1 ¥8 <@ =1 uRfRAIfGa F @
a1 R fufer & W WRdg ufaeauf S & ST e [T axar 81 599 e foear ma & o A A srames gfg, Smgfd A eau SiR aegen &t wHt
fore yeR ufaeafial & e e, SR & yvmaseh fRfd & geoaht aur smgfd a1 fiarur wR ergfRa ufadal & g aer end! 8| @@ AnTd ag- a1 agei
6Tt T IUF I Geagfeg ok 3 geur FraRor veredt & i oft siar awar & ekl ufaeaet srga & dgd Sirg 3fad 8t wedt 81

G HEMRT & SR TR Ufaeayf smaiT & 9 o yad= dee Fifaa 1 [Isdwor ahdT 81 598 UY SRl & faveg Afeid eharg a1 go e fohar mar g sit
gt et HifAd @l & a1 TTasaeh aega 3R Jarstl deh ugd A S1e7g JeIdT 8| H&d gHId! I8 & foh SHeared simurdente A nfawayf -faRiedt smaror w Jes amd
Y ST SIeM, Iare A a1 e 3R FaraR St WicdTied e dt aRfRfaar 3= @ simd)

TG 68 — ARG Ufaeayt S, ufaeasf S a1 vad, Ty a1y, siufd &, TR ufawaaf smab, Sifds-191

Abstract: The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted economic activity in India while sharply increasing demand for medicines and healthcare services.
This article examines how Indian competition law applies to the healthcare and pharmaceutical sectors under these conditions. It considers how
sudden increases in demand, supply disruptions, and shortages can create opportunities for collusion, abuse of a dominant position, and
restrictions on supply or distribution. It also distinguishes legitimate price increases arising from higher costs or scarcity from pricing practices that
may warrant scrutiny under competition law. The article analyses the enforcement challenges facing the Competition Commission of India during
the pandemic. It argues for targeted enforcement against conduct that restricts competition or worsens barriers to accessing essential goods and
services. The central challenge is to address anti-competitive conduct while preserving incentives to expand supply, invest in production, and
innovate during a public health emergency.
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1. UG

IR 1 SN Ire iR afd M & arase 33 & iR gansh ok @
Jarait &l IuTT THAH g ¢l ed, faaror, Rifchcdena wmst ok Ikt &t
I SRR ST SR hl UG e & | T 3R Tt garadl ak ugd &
g &I 949t Wiau™ & egesg 21 ok N. D. Jayal v. Union of India,
2004 (9) SCC 362 & deHf # &l S Fehd! g1 Ufareqsfl s o RAfe
INTETA 3 1T T2rst it Sita & St faehen gerdt & ar smgfd w srfa sraxty
I &

MR & TAY URIRAT IeNT Sl 3 AT & MR W Ak SRken smgfd o
IRA T feear T 20% Faran a¥ 2021 & oy weg sfiufd aeiR @
SIAM T 42 IRE SR Sfer ok It fag af & forg fafa e
24.44 39 SfeR Farm 4T 3 2000 & R¥sr 2020 & &= oiufdy &= &
AT 17.75 3RS TR & uet Rl fRasr o1 Ieeig &1 &l @ Tefda Semr
3Rl & YR 7R TR ST g1 Aok 6| TG S5 hifas-19 el el STgfel
T YRA # SUDR ek Ugd T HielT Hehdes g1 7141 a1 & [1-3]1

Ug ST HEMRI Il & g&drdenl, fAfder maust ik wafa fofal o
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fasctoor FRar g1 FETRY ¥ uge & fAofa 39 nansht &t gHsA § TgrdT aRa &
SR T fTeRdT Yehe & SR sl | foheft Seeiem i smUehdT a1 ITTR WR IT%
WA UG Y ATYA & g STelT SIgasi=a Siichg! Y sasachar gt |

2, e faffass ik ufewauf s

wforeguf sifdffem, 2002 & arr 3 ufaef-fRRidt Tusial, erRT 4 gy &
GEUANT 3R 4RTY 5 Jo1 6 Tl & fafem @ defda §1 wRdia ufaegef
IMANT (CCI) & gyl & 3iafd fafre smerur a1 A=-37 &1 gh&or ehear &
[4]1 et Ie T SRR AT ITh! TTheldT U 31T IJewie RITT 8T et
frsetoor & forg Gefq aToTR, SeReT 3R 39 Ul 6l Ugar 3iaRaw gl

garr & qurer, fAfor, skt ofk i & forg &t fafaaw= &Y sffaen s 51
Sfufy ofk gamem gt sifaffam, 1940 iR g faw Qo ok o
faaeor @ Tefda §1 ofiwfy (g Fion) s, 2013 Jour wEk Sfiwfy gea
FefRor mfdeRzor (NPPA) fifa siwfaat & gea FaiRor sik iRl & e &
urEifies &1 g o & SRR § aTeR T8 aret e fashed ofk 37k faaror iR
TR TR T UTE TS HehdT & | S Je fd=07 & srguter sk ufaegef-
fRYeft cragR it Sita ST U € [5, 6]

Siufe srgear & fasr ofik dfifgen duar TRevr 7aTaR @l UicdTfed s 9end 8
R off 9 & ANt IR U &1 Td: TAT T8 ¢ SR 3T g a9
Tagial a1 Sfifaca srerT @ Sifar ST UehdT &1 Ses fadhedt & uder, Turast
3R IUTICT ol T1U &= T HIAd TUT IUNHT fAehetl TR Gonfad gma siflen
wWE gar gl

3. ggMIR} & R GgahT R e

ARSI & [T TRUT H AT Y dprfarfeal ofR Sy afed st &l
ufeharal # saaur STl I T STYfd JEer SR faavor @ e T & fog
TS I Dl WIAT TgaNT FY Srasgendr off | HgMRT & SR SR AnTee ok
I R YRR =007 39 919 W I I & foh FgdT Al smasaedn SR
SUTfeRdT T Tteror faRar STg ) R Rt ufaeaef-faRteh wweha a6t oo
31T ¢ ATg} gt [7-12]1

g srgaa™, Fee fore a1 &enl & e A qrek emrarstt @l A= & garar
¢ TRl &1 AT TAIT HThe! o SMEH-UGH Hi gl hael 39 4T deh 3
T SATUR UK el & Sl URASHT & g siagaes &1 Hedl, st Iare,
TTgeht a1 focht &5 WR g THR T MTheld SRl & gIFT A1fgq| Srafdy,
gfaefial ok WrEn SHHRl )R WE HHEY srasad auT SuTfae TganT &
U § e g

Siiered SfufY faazor 3 oo AT @t gfadel & SR Fad Ui T & Th
Sfafeh wreas fear [13]1 39k R & 91y 99 g, TorasT, faror et
3R IR & vaer i AR oft uifie 81 amur dEt @1 3w ame SeiT
grEns R darg & g fokar 51 genar &, A Tagaiiar saraafRe SRy
a1 grfee gea o & forg Iet Iuaht ufawyt sifew der awar & [14,
15]1 7% 3R Eferser i Hiaal = 7gmR odt & gaeU i STUTdhen
I a0 & wu # 3@ @nfgy) T e ofk ufaeuyf Seefeq @t Ao
31T wifshard €1

4. Wy Yarsit R gar faaror 7 ufewuyf sifew
4.1 ga- Fi fvwar siik sregard! 6 fafre sogwnd

U areft gareit & Rifthege siwfd grar @ ofk Anft ST @< ag owar &1 it
& UTe e, iea a1 faehed Sl Rifdrcadha Iug=hdT & IR & Hiffd SHaRt
B gohdt g1 gar yuR, fadht @i ofR srgare & offR fRidaRor & s 59
uRfEfA ot menfaa &R Tt & [16, 17]1 39felq Tep a1y & S areft darsii
¥ Rfrcgdia smaaendr, fAdedl ft Iucserdar ik @l &t sregar &1 sert
TYETUT ST &l

Vivek Sharma v. Becton Dickinson India s8R Max Super
Speciality Hospital & amet & SIoiR &t AT & shew 8§ MR, 1S,
YT TUT IHY GHATSH Y FHRepl 1 Ieei@ g [18]1 Ramakant
Kini v. L. H. Hiranandani Hospital # 3T 7 SRuarel 8k ©# I
S verar & sta fafdre soawn & dwifdd IR sreRtel wR fa=R forar [19,
20]1 39 YR & ATHA § Ig AT AT ¢ foh ufaaeft verarsi @1 udsr
forg g2 I BohaT & 3R A1t & U T ey g & ar gl

03

4.2 AR 44, waer A o iR e

IR Y SHHRT T & 3R AIe ITNT JH1ST &l GHT e d
Iarht g gehRd & [21, 22]1 R oft sHf vEoTeE, anjfee afesER,
SIart g[eeh SR IR A1 &1 IHfees FuRer SR & gar ar smgfd @t
Hiffg e @erd &1 Royal Agency 3R Arora Medical Hall § g #me &
Ot foreRor weamait ok et <t offiient i Sifa g8 [23-25]1

Jalgaon District Medicine Dealers Association 3R Santuka
Associates & Hafdd ATAE! # ITe g ar (PIS) e &l WEy UEfie
7| f<eh e Gt SR el 7€ gan A IR A @ &t a2 & wa A
ek I AT o YITT 1T 8 Tevd & [26-29]1 Rohit Medical Stores 3R
A TR & WY s d6i @ SR Al § ug off we gt € fR 9 &
TeIfeRTRAT eht MFTERY &l SiTehel Jueieey ATedl WR fakar ST & [30, 31171

A 4 9T FdgR (U= MY BN 1 vH10T 181 &1 Tafad SaagR &t
Sifg & U8l a1 Iucel YU T Wds aaradide (Aufg 6t ST aaragiiRe
HEaNT o aTet |1ey U & ¥ehd & [32-3411 Sandhya Drug Agency
AW T I3 ATl fIsAvunes U 9 & R e & ARIU & a1y emyfd &
gehR a7 fAfIE faaRor 19 srerT oiRial <&t oft ST g+t =nfde [35]1 ISR
Tl H aiell # Xhe hFd de1 TahdT & SR Hfid Wren d91est &1 uTa ger
TepaT gl

4.3 9T &1 FEUANT 3R o FHrerfzor

House of Diagnostics LLP v. Esaote SpA # fagiy yaR &t MRI #fif
& forg etk & aRmw ofR Sngfferal & WeTHe STeRUT & g A
3T [36]1 Roche & Hfid wriam! &l Seeid a9k o Ugd 9 g STRIG!
R foRqga ST & 160l & U A fohar mam g1 g a1 fAcar sro ey sifow
It ot fsRy T8 & [37, 3811

AR & uRagd, &ed AT SR St dweft & a9 TehRdT &1 g 8,
STgl faehed 9gd A 81, ST hid a1 SMYfd ke T SR ufaegsf S
&Y Ai R GehaT &1 HT Media 3R Super Cassettes 1 3ergeor 3iufdy &=
Y IR H 8, W Ig 4o o1 Sl G AT farar g1 anra ik aRfRdfaat &
vafe d1ed & fom fonelt uforeaeft & sifdres SR ot srchet ST 1o a1 TToT
Tel AT ST GehdT [40]1

5. faer, srgee ok SHes ufaeaef

3w & 7 frerg a1 wvTa adae Saarel de i T8l 81 i gy I IuER
& # 7t IeTe faeRia e 3@ 81, ot faera & a6 Srge T & faam ar sk #
TdeT Y AHTEHT Fead Fahdl 81 Sanofi-Synthélabo 3R Aventis & faer=
HT goToTen SareRul fezarar & foh datem & weften & fafe Saml ok
STHYU IR U a1t FIfad geTal Y ugE i simasaeh & [39]1

Piramal Life Science &R Eli Lilly S& Tgai ag «ft fiwra € & srggem™
H TSR U AT e Sl HIEaH Bt Tehd! g1 SIid T U I8 ¢ foh OTgiary
Y IdTE A &Y arafde d9TEHT Sedt & a1 Was ufawadf e & g gl
Sk ITe, TorE Al R fIyaia smgfd & wry Sueey g iR ATt
H Y% fomed & T &1 SET ot porfa fasdvor sigEue fFd,
fafamtor emar ek SRR ufaegyf ot g1 Ao Tem i SmaThdT R T &
[41, 42]1

6. va= 3 Hifa & forg gema

ehe o R YT TgM aTet asads ok Traag 9eanT & forg wWe anfes
f&ar STg) TrEn SRt SR wfafafy di i wgai & S8d & SIEu Ell

AT SregHl B SrdTe Wi, 3wy faarur, sifersa fasht, samr @ifsh ik
SRes faemea ae ugd &t Sird &l SIg|

RSt A go Ry S¢1 3U9 Redl St uepfd SR wraas & wfeArgar
gqugh ST gehd! §1

gferegaf ofR Siwfd gea MRaRur el & da T gl siqga ufawgyf
TFARROT § SN T8N e O SMUTdehTenT URfRAfat § vad= al gemeTsd
STYR fBreT TepaT &1
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yfaegyf et SERdr § AR 6l & g gRderv, Te gy ok
Sifarf vraer 21t & IergRon nfAe fohg Sd]

7. e

HifIs-19 3 zare ofik wreg Jarei Hi Iuceear & ufawgyf Hr yffer @
ISR foham| AT 94 & R Uad= Y mmafderar 3 uensif &Y uga= g
T1fRY Sit 3MYfef Aepelt &, fAehen Terdt € a1 stk & yder ot SrgfRa & & g
Tt &1 Sl A, dU A1, et qeg e Sk ufaayt s @ Seees
SHT-STHT U & | Uk T 3ATeher I9ah AT SMmerR ok Aredi & SIgaR &=
iR

dfed vadH, fayea o fafaee ofk smasae ggahT & fog we oad
Afrat Y uga qur SMYfd ok TR & WeHl & dfF Uge I H § Jgrd
g1 TR Pl & ISI0T 59 a1 ohT SR d & fob orTelt smura AT &
3agen AT 3R Aarail & IToTR) i ATRET fohet weit oR hfea &) gend 81
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